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� Giuseppe Rossi cello

 �
Natale

Carletti
viola

� Sebastian 
    Kloz violin

� G. Apparut   
violin

I
n 1994, the strings program at 
PCC took a major step forward 
when the Alberto Jaffés joined the 

faculty as artists-in- residence.  They 
have brought excellence into the 
strings and piano programs.  

At the annual Spring Concerto 
Competition, Dr. Jaffé realized the need 
for professional-quality stringed instru-
ments, because the winner performs as 
soloist with the PCCymphony Orchestra. 

He explains, “While we are not interested 
in producing ‘stars’ for the performing 

world, we do need to give advanced 
students the best instruments to 
use as they begin their professional 
careers.  There is a time when 

a strings player can no longer be 
 considered a beginning student.  This 
student needs to extract more from 

an instrument, and the instruments 
are extremely useful for advanced 

 students.”
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    New instruments dedicated to the Lord during 
Campus Church service.  L to R:  Nathan Bianchi, violin; 
Kevin McClain, violin; Merrillan Melberg, viola; 
Sarah Bearden, cello

Last May, Dr. Horton instruc-
ted Dr. and Mrs. Jaffé to 
purchase four pro fessional 
stringed instruments that 
would provide the 
needed range for 
advanced students.    

The instruments were 
purchased from Morel & 
Gradoux-Matt, a very repu-
table dealer in New York City.  
Dr. Jaffé said, “This company had 
the best price in relation to the quality 
of the instruments.”

The four instruments purchased make 
up a string quartet, which is the founda   -
tion for chamber music and the orchestra.  
As such, this purchase not only benefi ts 
string students, but the orchestra as well.  
These instruments could be used in pro-
fessional orchestras. 

Dr. Jaffé said the quality of a violin 
depends on the construction and use 

of the instrument.  
“The active vibra-

tion of the wood 
in performance 
enriches a violin’s 
sound.  The 
instruments PCC 
 purchased could 

have a future life 
of 300 years or 

more.” 

Each of the four instru-
ments is handmade.  The 

Sebastian Kloz violin (1772)  typifi es 
the German Mittenwald School, and the 
G. Apparut violin (1925) is representative 
of the French Mirecourt School.  The 
Natale Carletti viola (1966) and the 
Giuseppe Rossi cello (1961) are typical 
of the Modern Italian School.  Dr. Jaffé 
explained that the top  violins, such as 
Stradivarius, are made in Italy; the next 
tier in quality comes from the Mittenwald 
School and the Mirecourt School.

Dr. and Mrs. Alberto Jaffé
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1972–2002

The Start of A Beka Book
In the late 1960s, the “new math” was 
sweeping the nation.  Textbook pub-
lishers had scrapped their traditional 
math books in favor of this untried 
“new” approach.  One of the casual-
ties was a series of arithmetic work-
books that contained excellent drill 
practice for computation skills.  Drill 
skills had fallen out of favor with 
those experimenting with the “new 
math.”  There were, however, many 
private schools that believed there 
was value in teaching their students 
through this time-proven method.  
(Years of declining competence in 
basic math skills have proven they 
were correct.)

Pensacola Christian School (K–12) 
in  Pensacola, Florida, was one of 
these schools.  The founders, 
Dr. Arlin Horton and wife Beka, 
had successfully used the Upton 
Arithmetic Workbooks in grades 
three through eight for 
many years.  They were 
dismayed when they 
learned the workbooks 
were no longer available.

It was during this time 
that Chicago insurance 
magnet, W. Clement 
Stone, and his wife, 
Jessie, were guests in the 
home of A. A. (Buzz) 
Baker who was a part 
of the Pensacola 
Christian School min-
istry.  On  January 7, 
1972, W. Clement Stone 

invited the Hortons and the Bakers 
to be his guests at his Lake Michigan 
villa and to present to him three 
projects that would benefi t Pensa-
cola Christian School.

Arlin Horton came prepared.  
He showed Mr. Stone the Upton 
Arith metic Workbooks that were 
no longer available but were so 
very much needed.  Secondly, he 
presented the idea of printing 
an upper elementary character-
 building reader called Of America.  
Thirdly, he presented to be printed 
a series of colorful kindergarten 
 readers using the phonics system 
of reading.

Several weeks later, Mr. Stone 
responded that he had received 
copyright permission for arithmetic 
workbooks, grades three through 
eight, and that he was printing and 
donating 60,000 of these (10,000 
per grade) to Pensa cola Christian 

School.  He also stated that he would 
pay the printing cost of the Of Amer-
ica reader as well as the kindergarten 
readers.  The Hortons were surprised 
and very pleased.

Pensacola Christian School had 
already been helping other Christian 
schools by offering practical, on-site 
educational Clinics for teachers and 
administrators (which still continues 
today).  With more Upton Arith-
metic Workbooks than they could 
use, they began selling them, the 
Of America readers, and the kin-
dergarten reading series at Christian 
education conventions.  The schools 
jumped at the opportunity and 
formed the fi rst base of customers 
for Christian school textbooks. 

The publishing of Christian school 
textbooks was on its way, but it 
needed a name.  Buzz Baker, an 
assistant to Dr. Horton, was asked 
to offer suggestions for the name.  

He knew that Beka 
Horton was greatly 
involved in 
curriculum develop-
ment, and on a fl ight 
with the Hortons, 
Baker presented the 
name A Beka Book 
Publications in honor 
of Beka Horton.  The 
vote to accept the 
name was two to one, 
with Beka dissenting.  
It has proven to be a 
good choice. 

 —A.A. Baker

� W. Clement Stone hosts Arlin and Beka Horton and 
Buzz Baker at his Lake Michigan villa.

God used the “new math,” W. Clement Stone, and a Christian day school 
in  Florida in a wonderful combination that gave birth to A Beka Book— 
America’s largest publisher of textbooks for Christian schools and home schools.

PCC affiliate
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Ginny Graybiel
@PensacolaNewsJournal.com

When Pensacola businessman Bob 
Switzer docked his boat on a remote island 
in the Bahamas, two little children ran up 
to ask where he was from.

“Oh, that’s where I get my school-
books,” said one of them.

When Pensacola Christian College 
founders Dr. Arlin and Rebekah Horton 
visited Kenya several years ago, they 
spotted a familiar box on the airport 
baggage carousel.

It contained textbooks from Pen-
sacola.

A Beka Book, a division of Pensacola 
Christian College housed in unmarked 
buildings behind the campus, may be the 
best kept business secret in town.

But not elsewhere.
Founded by the Hortons in 1972, the 

company has grown into the world’s larg-
est Christian textbook publishing com-
pany and one of United Parcel Service’s 
largest customers east of the Mississippi 
River.

The company offers more than 1,000 
textbooks and workbooks for kindergart-
ners through 12th-graders, the Flash-a-
Card series that depicts Bible stories and 
other classroom aids.

“All of our books and material are from 
a Christian perspective,” said Rebekah 
Horton, who was outvoted 2-1 when her 
husband and an assistant decided to name 
the company after her. “We honor God in 
all of our subject matter.”

Arlin Horton runs the business opera-
tion. His wife directs the editorial policy 
and personally edits many materials.

Pensacola Christian offi cials decline 
to release sales fi gures. But they say that 
A Beka Book proceeds have paid for the 
college’s $300 million in construction plus 
$2 million a year in student scholarships.

The Internal Revenue Service took 
away A Beka Book’s tax-exempt status fi ve 
years ago. The college paid undisclosed 
millions in back taxes.

Jason Short, general manager of Green 
Leaf Christian Books in Baltimore, said 
the Christian textbook market has boomed 
recently as Christian school and home-
schooling enrollment has grown. His 
business has gone up 25 percent each of 
the past three years.

Green Leaf doesn’t offer A Beka books, 
because the college sells them exclusively. 
But, Short said, “A Beka Book is very well 
thought of. A lot of the home-schoolers 
ask for them.”

The Mid-Way Baptist School in San 
Diego, which has 265 kindergartners 
through 12-graders, has used A Beka text-
books for more than 15 years years.

“We like the fact that they’re Christ-
honoring,” said elementary school principal 
John Nystrom. “The glories of God’s handi-
work are shown in every subject, whether 
it’s English or history or math or science. 
Then, I also like the way each year builds 
on the foundations of the previous year. 
They all dovetail together.”

Rebekah Horton said the company grew 
out of frustration with secular textbooks.

At fi rst, she used a mimeograph machine 
to augment textbooks.

“Christian schools were starting, but 
there weren’t many materials that were 
from a Christian view,” she said. “We began 
to pad the public textbooks that we used 
with patriotic things and more Christian 
aspects and, we felt, higher quality.”

Within a couple of years, the Hortons 
decided to start writing their own text-
books.

The company boomed almost immedi-
ately.

Pensacola Christian staff members 
write and design most of the books, though 
a few are contracted outside. The books are 
constantly being updated.

Most are printed on a state-of-the-art, 
full-color Heidelberg press at the plant 
and bound there, too. Some, because of the 
overwhelming production demand, must 
be farmed out.

Buyers order the books through A Beka 
Book’s Web site (www.abeka.com) or through 
an automated telephone ordering system. 
They’re then shipped to all 50 states and 
150 foreign countries.

Rebekah Horton says she and her hus-
band never anticipated A Beka Book’s 
growth.

“We just look at it that God worked it 
all out,” she said. “We didn’t sit down and 
work it out. It’s like the child growing up. If 
you haven’t seen him for a couple of years, 
you say, ‘My, how he’s grown.’ But if you`ve 
been there with him, yes he has, but you 
haven’t noticed it.”

A Beka is considered an integral part 
of the overall Pensacola Christian College 
mission to serve God.

“This is the difference between working 
for an individual and working for the Lord,” 
said John Evans, the print shop manager.

“This is my ministry. I`m not called to 
Africa. But we hear stories of children who 
use our textbooks and come to the Lord, 
then lead their parents to the Lord.”

A Beka Book is known worldwide

 Karena Cawthon @PensacolaNewsJournal.com
David Creech oversees the printing press on 
campus.  Print shop manager John Evans 
says his work is a calling from God.  After 
attending the college, he met his wife, 
Cindy, the textbook reprint coordinator, 
while on the job.  Their fi ve children attend 
Pensacola Christian Academy and PCC.

 Karena Cawthon @PensacolaNewsJournal.com

A Beka Book offers more than 1,000 
textbooks, and is the world’s largest 
Christian textbook publishing com-
pany.

Pensacola News Journal (Dec. 2, 2001) featured PCC and its affi liates.  The following was part of the coverage.
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New logo

Regional Clinic team held 
172 Clinics across country 
from 1975–1991.

First ABB 
catalog
& logo

ABB
fi eld reps

hired.

1975

1976

1981
New

four-color 
Heidelberg 

press

Bindery
purchased  

1972

A Beka
Correspondence 

School began. 

Laurel Hicks
Editorial Director

1973–1993

Dr. Buzz Baker spoke on 
philosophy of traditional 

Christian education at 
churches, school, & Clinics.

1977

1972–2002
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W. Clement Stone of 
Chicago fi nanced the 
printing of the 
fi rst books:
•  Kdg. readers
•  Arithmetic workbooks 

(gr. 3–8)

•  Of America reader (gr. 5)

1973 1978

In-Service training 
seminars began with 

Shela Conrad.
Educational Consultant 

1977–present

1983

®

� Brian Jekel began as ABB 
artist in 1981.  He has painted 
almost all the Bible pictures in 
the Flash-a-Card Series.

Serves Home Schoolers and Christian Schools

Over the years, the Hortons 
have branched out into 

other avenues of Christian educa-
tion.

The traditional parent-directed 
 program for home schoolers 
originally started in 1975  as 
A Beka Correspondence School 
to provide a Christian education 
to children of missionaries and 
evangelists.  

The A Beka video program began 
in 1986 out of Dr. Horton’s desire 
to help small Christian schools with 
multiple grades in one class.  There-
fore, master teachers for each grade 
were videotaped at Pensa cola Chris-
tian Academy.

In 2000, these two programs became 
A Beka Academy, which is used by 
more than 30,000 home school stu-

Providing
Textbooks Today

� Friendly representatives assist 
customers from around the world.

A Beka Book Celebrates 30 years  (cont.)

dents in all 50 states and in 50 coun-
tries around the world.  

A new option—DVD (video)—is 
available for A Beka Academy stu-
dents beginning this fall.  The DVD 
technology produces a high quality 
picture and sound while allowing 
easy access to lessons.

For information, call:  
1-800-874-3592.

Stan Shimmin
ABB artist

1975–present

CUSTOMER
SERVICE

PUBLISHING
 Writing, designing, 

illustrating
PCC affi liate





Today
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Arlin Horton and 
wife Beka worked 
side by side in 
developing A Beka 
Book.  Their 20-year 
(1954–1974) experience in estab-
lishing one of America’s largest 
day schools (Pensacola Christian 
School) and watching it grow to over  
2,500+ students (K4–12) convinced 
them that a basic Biblical philosophy 
that undergirds a traditional edu-
cation philosophy creates the most 
successful educational experience 
for children.

In 1955, Dr. Rudolf Flesch’s book, 
Why Johnny Can’t Read, motivated 
them to begin an intensive phonics 
program that became the basis for 
the A Beka Book reading program; 
it gives an excellent reading founda-
tion for history, science, and other 

subjects, as well as a desire to read 
throughout life.  Thousands of Chris-
tian school teachers and home school 
parents have found this intensive phon-
ics program to be highly successful.

Dr. Horton says, “I am extremely grate-
ful for the many co-laborers that have 
faithfully worked with us during these 
30 years, many of whom are with us 
today.

I am grateful that God has allowed me 
to be the steward of this ministry, but 
‘I have nothing to glory of,’ for all the 
glory and praise belong to the Lord, 
Who made it all possible.” 

Dr. Arlin Horton
President/Founder

Dr. Beka Horton
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�  PCC students work along with staff in many 
areas of ABB.  On an average peak-season day, 
the Distribution Center ships 70,000 textbooks 
and 8,500 videos around the world.

Dr. Alberto 
Jaffé began 
videotaping 

strings
program.

New logo
A Beka
Video
School
started.

 A Beka
Book

available
to home

schoolers.
A Beka materials loaded onto the 
second 757 to fl y into Pensacola.

1987

Print shop 
installed new 

Web press.

1990 19921986

Ernest Tanksley
Director of

Printing /Shipping

1996–present 

®
®

2000
2001

New
Heidelberg 
Web press 
installed.

A Beka
Academy

began.

Distribution center moved 
into new warehouse.

2002

A Beka Academy
on DVD

PRINTING

1996

The latest state-of-the-art Heidelberg 
Sunday 2000 press prints 70,000 
sheets per hour and folds each section. 
�

PCC students have work opportunities 
in many A Beka areas during the school 
year and summer months.

A Beka Book 
employs 130 staff.

A Beka  Academy 
employs 50 staff.

DISTRIBUTION

 “Keepers   
  of the 

    Dream
    

for 30 years”
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Experience PCC during
March 21–22

April 4–5
November 27–29

If your church is looking for a 
Biblically based summer youth 
 outreach (grades 1–12), consider 
Truth Alive.  This is a dynamic 
fi ve-day program led by PCC 
 ministerial students who preach, 
teach, and share the gospel with 
young people in churches east of 
the Mississippi River and Texas.

First through sixth graders enjoy 
fun songs and activities as they 
learn Biblical truths through 
action-packed Bible stories, 
Scripture memory, Bible trivia, 
and balloon visuals.  

Junior and senior high teens hear 
dynamic preaching and  compete 
in games such as big ball volley-
ball, bus drag race, and water-
balloon games involving more 
than 2,000 water balloons.

Though Truth Alive is designed 
for youth, it is an entire church 
ministry that seeks to start 
revival in the hearts of parents 
and church workers as well.  Call 
today to schedule a Truth Alive 
team to come to your church this 
summer.

Hurry, openings are limited!   

Enroll Now for Fall Semester 
Applications are now 
being accepted.  For more 
information, call 1-800-PCC-INFO 
(1-800-722-4636) or write Director of 
Admissions, Pensacola Christian   
 College, P.O. Box 18000, Pensacola,  FL 
32523-9160, U.S.A.

Upcoming Events
Principals Clinic

Apr. 8–10 (850) 478-8496, ext. 2828

Graduate School
June 17–Aug. 2 1-877-PTS-GRAD  (1-877-787-4723)

Summer Seminar
July 29–Aug. 1 (850) 478-8496, ext. 2828

Ladies Celebration
Oct. 17–19 (850) 478-8496, ext. 8787

Teachers Clinic
Oct. 7–8, 21–22 (850) 478-8496, ext. 2828

©2002 Pensacola Christian College.  Published quarterly and dis-
tributed free.  For correspondence or change of address, write PCC 
Update, Pensacola Christian College, P.O. Box 18000, Pensacola, FL 
32523-9160, U.S.A.

Pensacola Christian College is a service mark of the College.  A Beka 
Book and A Beka, “Dedicated to Excellence, Committed to Service,” 
Rejoice Broadcast Network, RBN, Rejoice Radio, and Rejoice in the 
Lord are registered trademarks, and Truth Alive is a service mark of 
Pensacola Christian College.

PCC does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national origin. 

Cover photo by Todd Chappell

PCC is located at 250 Brent Lane, Pensacola, Fla.

Estate Planning
It is frequently diffi cult to make a large 
gift during one’s lifetime, yet many of 
our alumni and friends would like to 
make a signifi cant gift to PCC.  Tax laws 
have been designed to encourage giving 
to colleges.  After planning for family 
and friends, you might want to think 
about a bequest to Pensacola Christian 
College.  You would be helping the Col-
lege meet the challenges of tomorrow.

An outright charitable bequest is fully 
deductible for federal tax purposes and 
is exempt from inheritance tax in most 
states.  If you already have an up-to-date 
will, an amendment to your will can 
be used to make charitable bequests.  
For more information, write the Offi ce 
of Institutional Advancement, Pensacola 
Christian College, P.O. Box 18000, 
Pensa cola, FL  32523-9160, U.S.A.

College life is more than classes—it’s 
people, special events, and fun times.  
Come experience PCC during College 
Days as you meet our friendly students, 
enjoy ice skating or bowling at the 
Sports Center, and attend classes.  Be 
sure to make your plans now because 
spring dates are coming up soon.

Request a free copy of  
Catch the Spirit Video Viewbook.
 on DVD or VHS Video

1-800-PCC-INFO, ext. 4 (1-800-722-4636)

www.pcci.edu • PCC info@pcci.edu

Dynamic Youth  Outreach 
in Your Church

For more information, 

  Call: 1-888-722-4406 (toll free)

e-mail: truthalive@pcci.edu
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PCC graduates share information 
about their present youth ministry. 

Todd Sawtelle (’93 grad) preaches and 
conducts the Wednesday night youth 
meetings.  He also counsels, leads 
Bible studies,  conducts youth activi-
ties, and writes a monthly newsletter.  
Each year, he takes his youth on 
a mission trip, also to a summer 
camp, a winter retreat, and a college 
trip.  He also oversees 
7th–12th grade Sunday 
school. 

Todd says, “PCC 
helped me develop an 
enthusiasm and bur-
den for local church 
ministry.  As a fresh-
man, I was not ‘sold’ 
on youth ministry.  
But biblical preaching, 
ministerial seminar, 
and a Christian serv ice 
outreach to the Pen-
sacola Boy’s Base 
cemented my desire 
for reaching youth.”  

Joseph Campbell 
(’93 grad) now serves 
not only as youth 
pastor but also as 
music director.  He conducts 
Wednesday night youth meetings, 
directs youth activities, works with 
teenagers in Sunday school and 
oversees Bible clubs and children’s 
church. 

Joseph says, “Not only do PCC 
youth ministry majors receive 
Bible-based training, but they put 
that training into practice and learn 
from experience.  The youth practi-
cum taught me how to put together 
youth activities.”  

As a student, Joseph worked in the 
Campus Church youth group and 

Juvenile Justice Center in Pensacola 
and preached in local churches.  

James  Overton’s (’99 grad) youth 
pastor responsibilities include 
preaching and counseling families in 
crisis, such as teen pregnancy or 
a young person’s serious illness or 
death.  He conducts the Wednesday 
night youth meetings and works 
with teens in Sunday school.  James 

emphasizes visitation by involving 
his youth in a nursing home outreach 
and visiting other teens. 

James says, “PCC teaches the Bible, 
which gives wisdom for answers deal-
ing with counseling situations.”  He 
adds, “The ministerial seminar gave 
practical information for ministry 
and speech class gave me the confi -
dence to speak in front of crowds.”  

Youth Ministry Major
PCC youth ministry majors learn 
from the experience of Pastor Jim 
Schettler and Youth Pastor Jeff 

Is a Youth Ministry in Your Future?
Redlin.  They participate in the 
Campus Church youth group, which 
has over 200 teenagers.  Pastor Schet-
tler says, “We spend a whole semes-
ter talking about youth philosophy 
in ministerial seminar.  I share a 
lot of illustrations from my days as 
youth pastor.”

Pastor Redlin says, “Every youth 
 ministries major takes a youth direc-

tor practicum either 
in his home church 
or Campus Church.  
They plan activities, 
go on weekend 
retreats, speak in 
youth meetings, lead 
a prayer group, and 
sit in on all youth 
leader  sessions.” 

In class, each student 
assembles a youth 
ministries fi le.  Redlin 
says, “This features 
vast resources includ-
ing senior and junior 
high activities, art, 
appropriate fi lms for 
teenagers; informa-
tion on camps; and 
devotionals.”  Redlin 

said he started his own fi le while a 
PCC student.

The youth ministry major is also 
designed to equip youth pastors who 
might coach in a Christian school 
or serve as music director.  Each 
major must choose a secondary 
area of emphasis in sacred music, 
speech, or physical education. 

If God calls you to a ministry with 
young people, He might be leading 
you to PCC.  

For more information, call

1-800-PCC-INFO (722-4636) or 
visit www.pcci.edu.
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Youth ministry majors learn how to conduct youth meetings while observing 
Campus Church youth pastor Jeff Redlin.




